The Gemini and SOAR observatories are in a phase of renewal of their instrumention or amplification of the capacities of existing instruments. These include: 

· GSAOI - Gemini South Adaptive Optics Imager (Gemini) 

· GPI - Gemini Planet Imager (Gemini) 

· Flamingos 2 - (Near-Infrared wide field Imager and multi-object spectrometer) (Gemini)
· SAM - SOAR Adaptive Module (SOAR) 

· GHTS - Goodman High Throughput Spectrograph (Multi-Object Mode) (SOAR) 

GRACES (Gemini Remote Access to CFHT ESPaDOnS Spectrograph) may be added to this list. 

Aiming to disseminate among the user communities of Gemini and SOAR knowledge about these instrument and the capacity to use them efficiently, LNA, acting as Brazilian Gemini and SOAR office, invites researchers to participate in a training workshop. The meeting is meant to inform them about the opportunities offered by the new instruments and how to use them for their scientific projects. Thus, the workshop will deal with topics such as

1. Instrumental properties and capacities 

2. Observational strategies

3. Preparation and execution of observations  

4. Calibrations  

5. Data format 

6. Data reductions 

Special attention will be given to the practical aspects of these topics. Thus, the workshop will not be limited to talks of specialists about the respective subjects, but will emphasize practical exercises meant to provide the participants with hands-on experiences in the use of the instruments and the data delivered by them. 

The workshop will be held at a weekend on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, August 8 - 10, 2014 at the Delphin Hotel in Guarujá, a ressort town at the coast of São Paulo State (close to the harbour town of Santos).

For more information, see http://www.lna.br/wsnovosinstr/index_eng.html.

