COSPAR Capacity Building Workshop on Planetary Science

July 23 – August 3, 2007

Montevideo, Uruguay
First announcement
COSPAR (Committee for Space Research) is the organization that group together countries and scientists interested in the space activity. Directly or indirectly, the space agencies of developed as well as developing countries participate in COSPAR.

Starting in 2001 COSPAR has been organizing Capacity Building Workshops to promote the use of data from space missions among the scientists and students, mainly in developing countries. Nowadays there are available several data bases of free access with data from several space missions that have not been widely used, mainly because of lack of knowledge on the existence of the facilities and the way to use them.

Meanwhile, in Latin America the community of scientists working in planetary sciences has been growing. As a proof we recently held the III Workshop in Planetary Sciences of the South Cone of America in March 2006 Colonia (Uruguay). In this meeting there were over 50 scientists and students from Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Paraguay and Uruguay. The development of this community has been possible due to the close collaboration among scientists in several research groups in the previous countries. As an agreement reached in the III Workshop we decided to pursue a new step in the academic development of this community: to promote the use of data from planetary space missions in our every day research. 
With the support of COSPAR, a new Workshop of their series will be held but in this case it will be devoted to the use of planetary missions’ data bases. This will be the first Capacity Building Workshop in this field related to planets and small bodies of the Solar System. We will focus on missions to comets, asteroids, satellites, rings and planets, like Mars. The Workshop is oriented to scientists and students mainly from Latin America interested in planetary sciences, which are willing to use data from space missions. The participants will work for two weeks with real data from the missions and they will start some research project with that data that they could continue after returning to their home institute.

We have already confirmed the participation of scientists from NASA, ESA and JAXA to give lectures about the scientific objectives of the missions and to give an advice on how to access and use the data. There will be some introductory lectures about the present knowledge of the Solar System and the orbital dynamics of the space missions. The participants will work with computers with internet access in order to download and work with the data. They will define and carry out a research project using the space data. A preliminary report of the results of the project has to be presented at the end of the Workshop.
There will be around 8 lecturers and 25-30 participants. Due to the limited number of participants there would be a strong selection among the applicants. The basic criteria for the selection of the applicants are:

· Interest in the area and background
· Experience in data reduction techniques

· Possibilities to continue the project in the home institute

At the moment of registration the applicant could present a proposal for a research project to be done with one of the available data sets.

The Organizing Committee will try to support all the successful applicants by paying the air fare and the local accommodation.  Nevertheless, we encourage all the applicants to seek any alternative funds to finance their participation at the Workshop.

The Workshop will be held in the Facultad de Ciencias of the Universidad de la República (Montevideo, Uruguay) between July 23 and August 3, 2007. The host institutes are Depto. Astronomía (Fac. Ciencias) and Observatorio Astronómico Los Molinos (M.E.C.).
Important dates:

1 March
Second announcement

31 March
Deadline for applications

30 April 
Successful candidates notified

Online registration and further information can be obtained at:
http://www.astronomia.edu.uy/cospar07

Contact person: 

Gonzalo Tancredi (Universidad de la Republica, Uruguay), Chairman of the SOC

e.mail: cospar2007@fisica.edu.uy

List of Topics and Missions that will be presented in the Workshop :
Introductory lectures (1 day):


Present view of the Solar System: J. A. Fernández – G. Tancredi 
Orbital Dynamics of the Planetary Missions: A. Bertachini – T. Gallardo

Space Science Archives:
Presentation of the NASA’s Planetary Data System (http://pds.jpl.nasa.gov/) 

–  M. A’ Hearn

Presentation of the ESA’s Planetary Science Archive (http://www.rssd.esa.int/psa) 
– J. Zender

Planetary Space Missions:
Comets: 
Deep Impact – M. A’ Hearn

Asteroids: 
Deep Space I – Eros – TBD



Hayabusa – Itokawa – M. Yoshikawa

Satellites:
Icy satellites of Jupiter and Saturn – TBD

Rings:

Saturn’s rings and shepherd satellites – TBD

Mars: 

Geology – J. Zender
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